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Celebration of Life (Funeral / Memorial) Policy 

A Comforting Hand in a Time of Need: 
 
The death of a loved one can be a very difficult experience to navigate, even for 
Christians.  When we lose a loved one, we are filled with grief as grief is the final 
expression of our love for that person.  Yet, the Apostle Paul reminds us that we 
do not grieve as those who have no hope.  (1 Thessalonians 4:13.)  Through 
faith, we believe our separation is only for a season and that our loved one rests 
from their labors in the arms of a loving God. At Goshen UMC it is our desire and 
privilege to walk alongside of families in their time of grief. We pray that this 
guide will be helpful to you and your family as you navigate the loss of your loved 
one and prepare to celebrate his/her life. 
 
Who Will Officiate?  
 
Pastoral ethics in the United Methodist Church mandates that the Pastor of the 
church conduct all funeral services held in the church building, unless the Pastor 
agrees to allow another to step into that role.  At that time, the Pastor will issue 
an invitation to share in the funeral or act on behalf of the Pastor.  Any requests 
for another pastor or lay person to officiate, give the eulogy or assist in leading 
the service must be approved by the Pastor. 
 
Communication Protocol: 
 
For Members 
 
When a member of Goshen UMC passes a family member should contact the 
Pastor on his/her cell phone as soon as possible. If desired, the Pastor will visit 
with the family within 24 hours of the notification. Once the Pastor is notified 
he/she will have the Office Manager send out a death notification to the 
congregation. The family should contact the Pastor to discuss a proposed date 
for the funeral/memorial service. The Pastor will check the Church Calendar and 
contact the Ministry Coordinator to ensure the affected ministries (Trustees, 
Music Ministry, Greeters, Ushers, Media Team, Culinary) can support the 
proposed date. Do not finalize the date of the funeral/memorial service with the 
Funeral home until the Pastor or the Pastor’s designee approves the date.  
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The Office Manager will send out the notification to the congregation of the 
approved date for the Celebration of Life. 
 
For Non-Members 
 
When a non-member passes if the family wishes to have the funeral/memorial 
service at Goshen UMC. The family should contact the Office Manager. The 
Office Manager will check the Church Calendar and contact the Trustees and 
any additional ministry support necessary to see if the ministries can support the 
proposed date. Do not finalize the date of the funeral/memorial service with the 
Funeral home until the Office Manager approves the date. The Office Manager 
will send out the notification to affected ministries of the approved date for the 
Celebration of Life. 
 
 
Expenses: 
 
At Goshen UMC, we believe that walking alongside of people in times of grief is 
part of our ministry.  Therefore, we strive to keep the costs to a minimum. All 
expenses must be paid to Goshen UMC at least two days prior to the service. 
These expenses include: 
 

FOR MEMBERS 
 
Building Fees for Funerals and Memorial Services 
 Monday – Friday    $700 
 Saturday     $800 
 
Cemetery Fees 
 Cost of Grave Site 
 Single Depth     $500     
 Double Depth    $850      
 

Cost of Opening & closing of Grave 
Single Depth: 
Monday - Friday   $700                
Sat - Sun     $900     
Double Depth: 

 Monday - Friday   $850      
 Sat - Sun            $1,050      

 
Reopen Fee of grave (If Double Depth) 

  Monday – Friday  $700      
            Sunday - Saturday  $900  
  



 

3 
 

 
NON-MEMBERS 

 
Building Fees Funerals and Memorial Services 
 Monday – Friday   $1,300 
 Saturday    $1,400  
 Use of the Piano   $85 
 
Cemetery Fees 
 Cost of Grave Site 
 Single Depth    $1,700     
 Double Depth   $3,200      

 
Cost of Opening & closing of Grave 
Single Depth: 
Monday - Friday   $700              
Sat - Sun     $900     
Double Depth: 

 Monday - Friday   $850      
 Sat - Sun    $1,050      

 
Reopen Fee of grave (If Double Depth) 

 Monday – Friday   $700      
 Sunday - Saturday   $900  
 
Pianist: In the Christian tradition, music plays a large role in worship.  It is the 
church policy that our pianist is used for all worship services when available.  Our 
pianist will always be called upon first. Our pianist honorarium is $200, and it 
should be paid directly to the pianist. If our pianist is not available our music 
ministry chair will work with the family to find a pianist who is available.  
 
Media Technician: We live in a digital world, and many families wish to bring 
elements into the service such as picture videos, poems, hymns, as well as 
streaming the service for family who cannot attend in person. If you desire for the 
service to be streamed, we will do our best to schedule a media technician. Any 
picture videos or other digital media for the service will need to be provided by 
the family and received at least 2 days prior to the service. The media team’s 
honorarium is $150 and it is included in the building utilization fee.  
                                         
Pastor: Walking alongside members of the congregation and community in 
their time of grief is part of the pastor’s role in ministry. As United Methodists, we 
believe that the world is our parish. Therefore, conducting funeral/memorial 
services for members, inactive members and non-members is a normal part of 
our ministerial obligation. There is no fee for this service. If the family wishes to 
offer the pastor an honorarium, the honorarium should be paid directly to the 
pastor. 
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Order of Worship: We believe that these services should be personal and 
reflect the life of the deceased. Below you will find a sample order of worship that 
can be adapted as desired by the family: 
 
Prelude 
 
Clergy Processional (Words of Grace) 
 
Greeting 
 
Music Selection 
 
Prayer of Comfort 
 
Old Testament and/or New Testament Scripture Reading 
 
Music Selection  
 
Words of Comfort / Tributes of Love (Specify names & max. length) 
 Friends               

Faith Community 
Family              

 Clergy 
 
Reading of Obituary 
 
Acknowledgements (Reading of The Church Letter, Proclamations, etc …) 
 
Music Selection  
 
Words of Assurance (Eulogy) 
 
Music Selection  
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Recessional 
 
Postlude 
 
Note: It is the family’s responsibility to prepare and provide copies of the 
funeral/memorial program. 
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Music Selections: We encourage the use of sacred Christian music.  Any 
Christian music tracks needed for vocalist or requested to be played during the 
service should be submitted no later than 48 business hours before the 
service. This can be done by emailing a link of the YouTube video 
to goshenmediaministry@gmail.com or dropping off the CD to the church. Please 
remember to indicate which track(s) should be played and when they should be 
played during the service. The Pastor can assist in the selection of music during 
the planning process. We also understand that our God is a diverse God who 
can speak to us through other musical expressions (jazz, classical, R&B), and 
sometimes other music may speak to the occasion and the life and nature of the 
deceased. Any secular music selections will need to have the prior approval of 
the Pastor. 
 
Multi-Media: If pictures or a picture video are to be used during the service, 
they must be submitted to the church office no later than 48 business hours prior 
to the service for review and integration into the service. All pictures should be in 
.JPG format, and picture videos should be in .MP4 format. The family is 
responsible for putting picture videos together. 
 
Displays: Families may wish to display mementos or photographs of the 
deceased and his/her family.  The following guidelines would be applicable in 
these situations: Any displays or pictures must be appropriate to a worship 
setting. No nails, tacks, staples, or screws shall be put in the walls or attached to 
the pews. All decorations must be removed within 2 hours of the conclusion of 
the service. Goshen UMC will provide the use of up to ___ easels as well as  ___ 
plant stands. The church has a lectern that can be used for a guest book. The 
family will need to provide the guest book. 
 
Nursery: Goshen UMC does not provide a nursery for funeral / memorial 
services.   
 
Fellowship Dinner (Repast): Gathering together to share stories and be in 
fellowship with one another is a normal and healthy part of the healing 
process.  Our food policy is below: 
 
The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene Code and Maryland Regulations 
(COMAR) and the Montgomery County Department of Health and Human 
Services Licensure and Regulatory Services has established a policy for serving 
food to the public at our licensed food facility. 
 
Potentially hazardous foods should not be served to the general public (see 
listing below). 
 

mailto:goshenmediaministry@gmail.com


 

6 
 

• Potentially hazardous foods to include: raw beef, stuffed meat, pork, 
poultry, seafood, wild game, exotic bird species, stuffed pastas, 
animals, raw egg products. 

 
• The certified kitchen manager (person in charge on day of event) shall 

ensure that potentially hazardous food be cooked to the minimum internal 
temperature for the specified holding time.  

 
Suggestions for a Repast Menu:  
 
MEATS (provided by the Family) 
(Ready-to-eat, commercially processed meats, i.e., cooked rotisserie or fried 
chicken, packaged spiral sliced or pre-cooked ham, deli meats, etc.)  
 
VEGETABLES (will be prepared on site by certified kitchen mgrs.) 
Fresh potatoes  
Canned peeled potatoes 
Green beans (fresh or canned) 
Fresh Cabbage  
Salad 
Canned Corn 
Canned Beets 
 
BREADS AND DESSERTS 
Ready to eat dinner rolls or breads 
Homemade or pre-packaged desserts 
All breads and desserts must be purchased from a retail establishment or 
made in our licensed kitchen facility by a certified kitchen manager. 
 

Our Culinary Ministry will prepare and serve food for the repast of members. 
Non-members may use the fellowship hall for a repast, but they must prepare 
and serve food in accordance with the policies of the Culinary Ministry. 

If you have any further questions, please contact the church office at (240) 683-
5530 or via email at goshen_umc@comcast.net. We will be happy to assist. 
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